
Bullying Prevention Week at Crossroads School 
responsibility. "If we 
all want to be free 
from harm, then we 
all have a responsibil 
ity to make this a safe 
place." Rights cannot 
come without re 
sponsibility, she 
stated. "I told the stu 
dents that just as 
they have a right to 
an education, they're 
the ones who have 
the responsibility to 
come ready to learn. 
No one can do that 
part for you." 

Kerri credits her 
staff with being 
"Team Awesome" 
and working hard to 
be unified and good 
examples of kindness 
for the students. 

Talia Smith, Caleb Harrison, Elias Smith, Brianne Haver, and Serena Cousineau all 
work together to create their houses after hearing the book "Snippet" read aloud. 

by Melissa Friesen 
Last week at Crossroads 

School and hundreds of 
others, educators and stu 
dents participated in the 
province's Bullying Aware 
ness and Prevention 
Week. While school staff 
spend every day (hour, 
minute) doing their best 
to reinforce positive be 
haviours, this particular 
week aims at delving a lit 
tle deeper. 

Crossroads principal 
Kerri Tolen came across a 
collection of books that 
sparked her interest. Each 
day of the week, a book in 
the series was read to the 
school that promoted 
ideas of individualism, to 
getherness, and respect. 
Each day's reading was ac 
companied by an art proj 
ect to match. 

All of the books were 
written by Diane Alber, an 
IT tech and mom of two 
preschoolers. Each book 

has a different artistic 
style (pointillism, for ex 
ample) and a different un 
derlying message. 
"Snippets" is the tale of a 
bunch of paper shapes 
who realize that straight 
lines and cookie cutter 
shapes aren't always 
what's best. Sometimes a 
little curve is actually ben 
eficial, and when you can 
find where everyone fits 
best  that's when every 
thing really works to 
gether. Alber dedicated 
the book to her two chil 
dren and inscribed this to 
them, "You can change 
the world one snippet of 
kindness at a time." The 
students worked in their 
home groups (comprised 
of students from various 
grades) to create beautiful 
and unique houses  all 
made from snippets of 
paper in varying shapes 
and sizes. 

Crossroads' motto "Be 

awesome! Be safe, re 
spectful, responsible" was 
tweaked a little to reiter 
ate this year's focus. 
"Flawsome is awesome," 
Kerri tells me, is an ode to 
the unique differences 
that make us who we are. 
The things that others 
may see as flaws in us may 
be the exact things to cat 
apult us into our greatest 
strengths, our deepest 
levels of empathy for oth 
ers. An acceptance of self 
will lead to a greater out 
pouring of kindness, Kerri 
says. And kindness is what 
they're all about. 

The awareness week 
falls in line with the United 
Nation's National Child 
Day on November 20, 
which celebrates the 
rights of a child. After 
scanning through the list 
of rights, Kerri had the 
idea of promoting the 
right to be free from harm 
as a way to teach personal 

 
Just as each person is made up of a different combination of DNA than you, each 
piece of paper serves its own purpose, but kindness is something we could all have 
in common. 

 
The boys shared what they learned from the book. "The red square was a bully but 
Snippet showed him . . ." Rhev Fritz starts before Chase Councillor continues, "that 
he could make a chimney with his shape and the square liked that!" 
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